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Information Sheet 

For online researcher-led discussion threads 

Study Title: An online ethnography of the fan community of the A Song of Ice and Fire novels and the 

Game of Thrones television adaptation 

 

Aims of the Research 

This project aims to provide a case study of the fan community of A Song of Ice and Fire and Game 

of Thrones (‘the texts’).  The project will investigate the history and current practices of the fan 

community.  Particular areas of interest are the portrayal of characters in the texts, the relationship 

between fans and the author/producers of the texts, how fans share what they know and think about 

the text, and fans’ recollections of opinions of the books when they were first published and the 

television series when it was first aired.  

 

Invitation 

You are being invited to take part in the research study ‘An online ethnography of the fan 

community of the A Song of Ice and Fire novels and the Game of Thrones television adaptation’.  This 

project is being undertaken by Andrea Nevitt. 

 

Before you decide whether or not you wish to take part, it is important for you to understand why this 

research is being done and what it will involve. Please take time to read this information carefully and 

discuss it with friends and relatives if you wish. Ask me if there is anything that is unclear or if you would 

like more information.  

 

Why have I been chosen? 

You have been chosen because you read or contribute to a discussion forum for A Song of Ice and 

Fire and Game of Thrones fans.  You have seen a discussion thread that the researcher has initiated 

and are interested in contributing to it.  Any other member of the forum may contribute to the 

discussion. 

 

Do I have to take part? 

You are free to decide whether you wish to take part or not.  If you do decide to take part the 

researcher will consider any posts you make on the discussion thread(s) to be your consent to take 

part and your acknowledgement that you agree to the statements on the attached consent sheet.  

You should save a copy of this information sheet for yourself.  You are free to withdraw from this study 

at any time and without giving reasons.  If you decide you no longer wish to take part in the study, 

but are still happy for the researcher to use your contributions, all you need to do is stop joining in with 

the discussion.  If you decide you no longer wish to take part in the study, and you don’t want the 

researcher to use your contributions so far, please email the researcher or say so in the discussion 

thread and your request will be honoured without question.  

 

What will happen if I take part? 

If you decide to take part you will comment in the discussion thread(s) the researcher has initiated 

and discuss specific topics with other members of the forum. 

 

If I take part, what do I have to do? 

You should respond to the question(s) raised in the initial post, or respond to the comments of other 

forum members, as you would in any other forum discussion.  You can comment as much or as little 

as you like, and take as much time as you like to reply, as long as you follow the existing rules of the 

forum.  The researcher will also take part in the discussion and may ask more questions, which you are 

free to choose to answer or not. 
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What are the benefits (if any) of taking part? 

If you take part you will be able to inform a piece of research that will help understand the various 

factors that can affect the experiences of fans when the book of which they are a fan is adapted to 

screen. 

 

What are the risks (if any) of taking part? 

As with any online discussion you may find that some people will disagree with your opinions.  Your 

forum name may become visible to people outside the forum if I credit quotes to you in published 

papers.  Because the research is being conducted online, participants must be over 18 years of age.  

If you comment on the thread it will be assumed that you are 18 or over. 

 

How will information about me be used? 

The researcher will save all posts to the discussion threads.  The researcher will also make notes of 

observations while she is taking part in the discussions.  Quotes from the threads may be used in her 

PhD thesis, and these will be credited using the forum name of the contributor.  The researcher may 

contact you privately by email or private message if she would like to invite you to take part in an 

interview, and if she does a separate information sheet and consent form will be provided.  There is a 

possibility that the data from the threads will be retained for use in future studies. 

 

Who will have access to information about me? 

 The comments you make in the discussion threads, your forum name and profile details will be 

accessible by everyone who has access to the forum. 

 The principal investigator, Andrea Nevitt, will retain a copy of the discussion threads for 

analysis on a password protected computer. 

 In accordance with Keele University guidelines, the data from this study will be retained and 

securely stored by the principal investigator – Andrea Nevitt – for five years.  After this period 

of storage, the data will be securely destroyed. However, the discussion thread will remain 

active on the forum just like any other thread. 

 

Who is funding and organising the research? 

The research is privately funded by the principal investigator, Andrea Nevitt. 

 

What if there is a problem? 

If you have a concern about any aspect of this study, you may wish to speak to the researcher who 

will do their best to answer your questions.  You should contact Andrea Nevitt at 

a.c.nevitt@keele.ac.uk  Alternatively, if you do not wish to contact the researcher you can contact 

their supervisor Siobhan Holohan at s.holohan@keele.ac.uk or Nicholas Bentley at 

n.bentley@keele.ac.uk  

 

If you remain unhappy about the research and/or wish to raise a complaint about any aspect of the 

way that you have been approached or treated during the course of the study please write to 

Nicola Leighton who is the University’s contact for complaints regarding research at the following 

address: 

Nicola Leighton 

Research Governance Officer 

Research & Enterprise Services 

Dorothy Hodgkin Building 

Keele University  

ST5 5BG 

E-mail: n.leighton@uso.keele.ac.uk 

Tel: 01782 733306 
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CONSENT SHEET 
 

Title of Project:  An online ethnography of the fan community of the A Song of Ice and 

Fire novels and the Game of Thrones television adaptation 
 

Name and contact details of Principal Investigator:  
Andrea Nevitt, a.c.nevitt@keele.ac.uk  

 

By contributing to the online discussion threads you agree to the following statements 

 
1 I confirm that I have read and understand the information sheet for the above study 

and have had the opportunity to ask questions. 

 

 

2 I understand that my participation is voluntary and that I am free to withdraw at any 

time. 

 

3 I agree to take part in this study.  

4 I understand that data collected about me during this study will be credited to my 

forum name before it is submitted for publication. 

 

 

5 I agree to my posts to the research threads being saved on a password protected 

computer. 

 

6 I agree to allow my posts to the thread to be used for future research projects.  

7 I agree to be contacted about possible participation in future research projects. 

  

 

8 I am over 18.  

9 I agree for any quotes to be used and credited to my forum user name. 
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